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NC Museum of History  
Reflects 6/9/2020, 7/14/2021 & 8/18/2021 NCMH Acquisitions Meetings 
 

1) Receipt #: wΦсофсΦм р 
Object Name: face masks 
Source: donation, Margaret Newlin  
Date Made: 2020 
Historical Significance: At the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, a shortage of face coverings 
ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƴǘƭƛƴŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƨƻōǎ ǎŀŦŜƭȅΦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǎŜŀƳǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ōŜƎŀƴ 
producing marks in bulk and sent them to hospitals, care centers, and clinics. Margaret Newlin 
was one of these volunteers, using her vintage Singer sewing machine to produce almost 600 
masks, 532 of which she gave away. She details her process in related to the NC National Guard, 
and another small set by another volunteer seamstress, but these have different fabric, and 
different style (ties vs. elastic earpieces), and a different story. These could be shown with our 
other masks to show variations or could be used as a rotation set for our other set.    
Reason for collecting & Potential Use: The ubiquitous cloth face mask is one of the most 
recognizable symbols of the Covid-19 pandemic. These masks were made by a volunteer North 
Carolina seamstress, and they come with copious documentation.  
Image/s 
See attached  

    

 
 

 



DNCR Accessions Committee Agenda ς Fall 2021 
 

 

3 
 

2) Receipt #: R.6395.1&.2 
Object Name: 1869 Wilmington, Charlotte & Rutherford RR bond & letter from NC Treasurer 
Source: Donation ς Judy MacLean, Berkeley, CA 
Date Made: 1869 & 1923 
Historical Significance: The Wilmington, Charlotte & Rutherford Railroad was founded in 1855 
(as the Wilmington & Charlotte RR), with construction beginning two years later. The road was 
built in two non-contiguous sections: one from Wilmington westward, and another from 
Charlotte westward. By the time of the Civil War, more than 140 miles had been completed: 
112 on the eastern portion and 31 on the western section. Construction all but ceased on the 
railroad during the war and did not resume until 1870, although the line did remain in 
operation during most of the war. However, the railroad was not financially viable during the 
post-war period and was foreclosed in 1873. The new owners reorganized the company as the 
Carolina Central Railway. Although the new company made considerable progress on the 
physical construction of the railroad, it too went into foreclosure in 1876 and reorganized again 
as the Carolina Central Railroad. The entire line was finally completed in 1887. By the turn of 
the century the Carolina Central RR ceased to exist, having been absorbed into the Seaboard 
Airline Ry. Although the company itself no longer exists, the entire line still exists ς unlike most 
other 19th C railroads: the majority of it as part of CSX, and the extreme western end of the 
original line as the short-line Thermal Belt Ry. 
Relevant holdings in current collections: 3 other WC&R RR bonds, but none in this amount or 
ŘŀǘŜ όƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ муслΣ муснΣ ŀƴŘ άмуфнέ ς but the latter cannot be correct as the WC&R did not 
exist at that time) 
Reason for collecting & Potential Use: This bond dates to the Reconstruction period and the 
administration of Gov. Wm Holden. At some point this bond was acquired by an M. H. Schmidt 
of Brooklyn, NY, who in 1923 submitted it to the state of NC in hopes of redeeming its value. 
However, as explained in the accompanying letter from NC Treasurer Benjamin R. Lacy, it was 
ǿƻǊǘƘƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǊŜŘŜŜƳŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ [ŀŎȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ά/ŀǊǇŜǘ-.ŀƎƎŜǊΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛal Tax 
.ƻƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ IƻƭŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇŜŀŎƘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ 
and its commentary on Holden and the Reconstruction era in NC adds considerable historical 
interest and value to the bond. Both would be exhibited in tandem to illustrate the growth of 
railroads in the post-/ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ b/Ωǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
Reconstruction as well as later attitudes toward Gov. Holden. 
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3) Receipt #: R.6397.1-3 
Source: Donation ς Kim DeCoste, Raleigh NC  

Object Name: Civil War militia-style knapsack 
Date Made: ca. 1861 
Historical Significance: Wood-ŦǊŀƳŜŘ άƘŀǊŘ ǇŀŎƪέ 
style knapsacks were widely used by 1850s militia 
units and were issued to many Northern units early 
in the Civil War. This knapsack was found in New 
Bern and is thought to have belonged to John 
Taylor of the 9th New Jersey Infantry, which was 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DŜƴΦ !ƳōǊƻǎŜ .ǳǊƴǎƛŘŜΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ƛƴ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
North Carolina. The 9th fought at Roanoke Island 
and New Bern but was left behind to garrison New 
Bern when thŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ .ǳǊƴǎƛŘŜΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
to Virginia. The regiment spent most of the war in 
NC, participating in several raids and skirmishes, 
and transferred to Petersburg in 1864 as part of the 
Army of the James. 
Relevant holdings in current collections: none 
attributed to Union troops 
Reason for collecting & Potential Use: The NCMOH 
has very little in its holdings in the way of artifacts 
associated with Union forces that operated in the 
state. The 9th NJ spent the majority of its existence 
in NC and participated in two of the major 1862 
battles in the state. Plan to use in a revamped Civil 
War section of Story of NC to tell story of Union 
troops in NC. 
 
 

 

 

Receipt #: R.6397.2 
Object Name: Civil War strip matches 
Source: Donation ς Kim DeCoste, Raleigh NC  
Date Made: ca. 1861 
Historical Significance: aŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻǊ ά[ǳŎƛŦŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ 
personal items. They were both issued by the US 
Army ς like this example ς and available for 
purchase from sutlers. 
Relevant holdings in current collections: none of 
this type 
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Reason for collecting & Potential Use: Can be used 
as example of small personal items carried by CW 
soldiers of both sides. 
 

 
Receipt #: R.6397.3 
Object Name: WWI Victory Loan Volunteer pin 
Source: Donation ς Kim DeCoste, Raleigh NC  
Date Made: 1919 
Historical Significance: Buttons and pins were given 
ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ά[ƛōŜǊǘȅ .ƻƴŘǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
helped to finance the US war effort in WWI. This 
type of pin was given to those who purchased 
bonds from the 5th [ƛōŜǊǘȅ [ƻŀƴΣ ƻǊ ά±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ [ƻŀƴΣέ 
in 1919. This pin was likely owned by the family of 
John B. Hart, 120th Infantry, 30th Division, as donor 
found it in her house with other WWI items 
associated with Cpl. Hart. 
Relevant holdings in current collections: none 
relating to 5th Liberty Loan/Victory Loan 
Reason for collecting & Potential Use: Can be used 
with other Liberty Loan materials to illustrate home 
front efforts to support war effort. 
 

 

 
 
4) Receipt #: R.6406.1 
Object Name: Mennen baby powder tin 
Source: donation, Linda Northcutt 
Date Made: 1942ς1945 
Historical Significance: During World War II, manufacturers changed packaging containers to 
ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ /ƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊέ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛȊŜ 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ aŜƴƴŜƴ .ŀōȅ tƻǿŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
changed from metal to pasteboard. This container was acquired by Nannie Louise Davis Jones 
(1914ςнлмлύΣ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛƴ DƻƭŘǎōƻǊƻ ό9ΦaΦ 5ŀǾƛǎ DǊƻŎŜǊȅτsee 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘύ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ƛƴ мфпнΦ  
Relevant holdings in current collections: We have a talcum powder container (1945.77.2) in 
Victory packaging with no provenance. We also have a few other powder containers from the 
Booker Pharmacy collection and other sources, though none that are Mennen, and none that 
ŀǊŜ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ /ƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊΦέ 
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Reason for collecting & Potential Use: This could be used to interpret the World War II home 
front. The item has good provenance, and the photograph of the store from which it was likely 
purchased is a nice addition for exhibit use.  
Image/s: 

       
 

 
5) Receipt #: R.6409.1-4 
Object Name: 2020 ACC Tournament tickets   
Source: Donation, Mr. Kenneth Howard   
Date Made: 2020 
Historical Significance:  ¢ƘŜ нлнл !// aŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
March 10 to March 14 at Greensboro Coliseum.  On March 12, ACC officials decided that the 
tournament was canceled due to concerns of a Covid-19 outbreak, and Florida State, as the 
regular season champions, would get the automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament.  However, 
ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ b/!! ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭŜŘΦ   
Relevant holdings in current collections: These would be used with other Covid-19-related 
artifacts 
Reason for collecting & Potential Use: I wanted to collect tickets from popular sporting events 
that were canceled due to the pandemic.   
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6) Receipt #: R.6401.1-.7, 9-15 
Marty Sheets Items 
Marty Sheets was born with Downs Syndrome in 1958.  He attended the first Special Olympics 
International Summer Games in Chicago at age 10.  There, he met Eunice Kennedy Shriver and 
they started a lifelong friendship (Shriver was the founder of the Special Olympics and a pioneer 
in the struggle for rights and acceptance for people with intellectual disabilities).   
 
Marty continued to participate in the Special Olympics locally (in his hometown of Greensboro, 
North Carolina) and throughout the country.  He competed in alpine skiing, power lifting, 
tennis, and his favorite sport, golf.  His work ethic and dedication earned him over 250 medals 
through 45 years of participation.  Because of his infectious spirit and love of athletics, Marty 
served as a worldwide ambassador for the Special Olympics.  He traveled throughout the 
country attending events, recruiting volunteers, and representing the organization.  In 1996, he 
was a torch bearer when the Olympic torch passed through Greensboro on its way to Atlanta. 
Iƴ мфффΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ [ŜŀŦ tƛƴŜΣ ōȅ 
then Governor Jim Hunt.  In 2013, he was inducted into the North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame. 
Marty was inducted into the NC Sports Hall of Fame.  We have a plaque with some of his 
medals on permanent display in the Olympics case.  Marty passed away in 2015 at the age of 
62. 

 
Receipt #: R.6401.1-5  
Object Name: 5 assorted gold and silver Special 
Olympics medals   
Source: Donation, Mr. David Sheets   
Date Made: Ca. 1980s-1990s 
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Receipt #: R.6401.6-7  
Object Name: 2 Special Olympics hats (2 for 
rotations) 
Source: Donation, Mr. David Sheets   
Date Made: Ca. 1980s, Ca. 1990s 
Historical Significance: See above  
Relevant holdings in current collections: Marty was 
inducted into the NC Sports Hall of Fame.  We have 
a plaque with some of his medals on permanent 
display in the Olympics case (2014.11.4) 
Reason for collecting & Potential Use: I would love 
Marty and his story to have a larger footprint in our 
collection (in hopes that we one day have a larger 
sports gallery).  He not only represents diversity in 
the sports field, but his story is inspiring.   
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Receipt #: R.6401.9 
Object Name: Hole in One framed photo  
Source: Donation, Mr. David Sheets  
Date Made: 2009 
Historical Significance: DƻƭŦ ǿŀǎ aŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 
sport.  According to his father, he practiced all the 
time and even hit a hole-in-one at the Oak Hollow 
Golf Course in High Point, NC.  This framed photo 
and score sheet commemorates that feat.   

 

Receipt #: R.6401.10-11 
Object Name: 2 golf flags (signed by golfers) 2 for 
rotations 
Source: Donation, Mr. David Sheets   
Date Made: 2008 
Historical Significance: DƻƭŦ ǿŀǎ aŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 
sport, and he spent a lot of time volunteering for 
professional golf tournaments around the 
Greensboro area.  These flags were signed by the 
professional golfers who participated in the 2008 
Wyndham Championship, which is on the PGA Tour.  
It was held that year at Sedgefield Country Club.   

 
Receipt #: R.6401.12 
Object Name: Sports pillow  
Source: Donation, Mr. David Sheets   
Date Made: early 2000s 
Historical Significance: Marty was very creative and 
loved to knit pillowcases like this one for friends 
and family.  I liked this one because it shows his 
love for sports and his artistic skill 
  

Receipt #: R.6401.13  
Object Name: Bank of America poster 
Source: Donation, Mr. David Sheets   
Date Made: Ca. 2003 
Historical Significance: Bank of America has been a 
global partner of Special Olympics since 2003.  This 
object shows how Marty Sheets was as an 
ambassador and role model for the Special 
Olympics throughout the state.  
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Receipt #: R.6401.14 
Object Name: Commemorative t-shirt    
Source: Donation, Mr. David Sheets  
Date Made: 2008 
Historical Significance: This t-shirt commemorates 
άaŀǊǘȅ {ƘŜŜǘǎ ²ŀȅέ ŀƴŘ άaŀǊǘȅ {ƘŜŜǘǎ 5ŀȅέ 
named on April 28, 2018, during the 50th 
anniversary year of the Special Olympics.  The 
street where Marty grew up in Greensboro was 
ƴŀƳŜŘ άaŀǊǘȅ {ƘŜŜǘǎ ²ŀȅέ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ 
 
 

 

Receipt #: R.6401.15 
Object Name: Special Olympics t-shirt     
Source: Donation, Mr. David Sheets  
Date Made: 1987 
Historical Significance: This International Special 
Olympics t-shirt was owned by Marty Sheets.  The 
Special Olympics were held that year in South Bend, 
Indiana.    

 

 
7) Receipt #: R.6402.1,4-16 
 
Coach Al Buehler items  
/ƻŀŎƘ !ƭ .ǳŜƘƭŜǊ ǎǇŜƴǘ пр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ 5ŜǾƛƭǎΩ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘŜŀƳΦ IŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 5ǳƪŜ 
in 1955 as head cross country coach and in 1964 became head coach of the track and field 
team.  He retired in 2000 after Duke hosted the NCAA Track and Field Championships at 
Wallace Wade Stadium.  While at Duke, he coached 10 All-Americans, six ACC championship 
cross country teams, five Olympians, two of whom went on to win medals.  In 1972, 1984, and 
1988, Buehler served as team manager for the U.S. Olympic Track and Field teams in Munich, 
Los Angeles, and Seoul, respectively.   
In 2010, a documentary was released about Buehler called Starting at the Finish Line: The Coach 
Buehler Story which focuses on the life of Coach Buehler and the lives he touched over the 
years including Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Carl Lewis, and Joan Benoit, who was the first woman to 
ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǊŀǘƘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ DŀƳŜǎΣ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мфуп ƎŀƳŜǎ 
in Los Angeles and held the fastest time for an American woman at the Chicago Marathon for 
32 years after winning in 1985; and the Boston Marathon for 28 years.   
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Receipt #: R.6402.1 
Object Name: 1984 Olympics red, white, blue 
track suit (from Los Angeles games) 
Source: Donation, Mrs. Delaina Buehler 
Date Made: 1984 
Historical Significance: Coach Al Buehler served 
as team manager of the 1984 U.S. track and field 
team at the Summer Olympic games in Los 
Angeles.  Four years earlier, the U.S. had 
boycotted the games in Munich.  These were the 
first Olympic games held in the United States in 
more than 50 years; the first Games in which 
female runners were permitted to compete in a 
marathon.   The U.S. team dominated that year 
with 16 gold medals, 15 silver medals, and 9 
bronze with a total of 40 medals.  Athletes on 
that team included Carl Lewis and Jackie Joyner. 
 

 

Receipt #: R.6402.4 
Object Name: 1988 Olympic Games (Seoul) white 
sweatpants  
Source: Donation, Mrs. Delaina Buehler 
Date Made: 1988 
Historical Significance: Coach Al Buehler served 
as general manager of the U.S. Olympic track and 
field team at the 1988 Games in Seoul, South 
Korea. These were the last Olympic Games of the 
Cold War. That year, East Germany took the most 
medals with 27, while the United States tied with 
the Soviet Union with 26 medals (although the 
United States won the most gold medals 

 


